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ILESHA GRAHAM
LEADERSHIP INSIGHTS FROM SOMEONE WHO’S LIVED IT

Ilesha (pronounced E-Lay-Sha) Graham isn’t a theorist. She’s spent 25+ years leading
across K–12 education, higher education, and nonprofit organizations - serving as a
principal, university dean, executive director, and advisor to senior leaders. She has
navigated the real tension between high performance and sustainability.

Ilesha’s been the burned-out leader. She’s coached the exhausted executive. She’s
partnered with organizations stuck in cycles of turnover and rebuilding. And she’s
helped them find a different way.

Her talks go beyond inspiration. They’re grounded, practical, and designed to help
audience members turn insight into meaningful action.

She’s currently a monthly contributor on WSAV-3 in Savannah, sharing leadership and
personal development insights with a regional audience. Her expertise has been
featured on ABC, NBC, CBS, FOX News affiliates, the Huffington Post, Yahoo! News,
and Mashable.



SIGNATURE SPEAKING TOPICS

SPEAKING 
STYLE:
Ilesha is known for combining candor,
warmth, strategic insight, and memorable
storytelling. She helps audiences feel
both challenged and equipped.  Her style
is interactive, relatable, and results-
driven, combining real-life examples with
clear frameworks.

IDEAL
AUDIENCE:

Senior & executive leadership teams

Higher education leaders & teams

Women’s leadership events

Faith-centered communities

Professional organization &
associations

PAST CLIENTS
& FEATURES:

Monthly contributor - WSAV3 Savannah

Kingdom Life CF

City of Savannah

Georgia Southern University
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BUILT FOR
WHAT’S NEXT

Senior leaders are
being asked to hold

more than ever before:
mission and margin,

people and
performance, speed

and trust. This keynote
introduces the

leadership lens the
next era demands. 

THE GOOD LIFE
AT WORK

A good life shouldn’t
start after work! This
talk invites leaders to

examine the
definitions of success

they inherited, the
ones they’re

performing, and the
ones they’re ready to

build. 

Leader. Partner.
Parent. Caregiver.

Friend. Culture-holder.
At some point the

question becomes: are
you wearing the hats

or are the hats wearing
you? This talk moves
women past balance

into integration.

MANY HATS
ONE LIFE

Hope is the disciplined
decision to stay

grounded and keep
moving with courage,

especially when
things are hard. This

talk is for leaders
navigating uncertainty

without losing
themselves in it.

HOPE WITH A
BACKBONE

Inglewood Unified School District



Ilesha recently spoke at our Tapestry event. She was so real and
connected so well with everyone. One participant commented, “I

could have listened to Ilesha all day!” Her talk was relevant and
powerful. She has a unique presence that draws you in 

JANET HIGNIGHT, DIRECTOR, TAPESTRY NETWORK

READY TO BRING
ILESHA IN?

Ilesha is a powerful, passionate speaker. Her ability to share
her story and inspire and ignite the audience is remarkable. 

CHERYL MILES, PRESIDENT, CLOSING THE GAP

What an amazing day with Ilesha Graham. We searched 
nationally for someone who could inspire, train and challenge 

us - and she was without question the right choice. Ilesha
exceeded all of my expectations. 

CHARLES ROBERSON, PASTOR, KINGDOM LIFE CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP

CLIENT TESTIMONIALS

Whether you already have a topic in mind or are still deciding what would best serve your
audience, we’ll help you shape an engagement that fits your goals, context, and event.

The Process:
Step 1: Tell us about your event
Step 2: We’ll connect
Step 3: We’ll confirm

SUBMIT INQUIRY
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